
Annual Parish Meeting
7pm

Monday 17th March 2025
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Thank you for attending the Annual Parish 

Meeting of the Parish Council.

 The Monthly Meeting will follow on immediately after 

this meeting at approx. 7.30 pm
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5 Welcome to the Annual Parish Meeting for Hawthorn. 

This report includes the Agenda for the Parish Meeting together with the Parish 

Council’s Annual Report and draft Annual Accounts which will be presented at 

the meeting. The report covers the activities of the Parish Council over the past 

year .

Our aim is to give residents information about their Parish Council and what we 

do, how we are rising to the challenges ahead, and how we will focus on 

community needs for the next year. 

General information 

The Parish Council looks after and serves the village of Hawthorn. This is a total population of 

about four hundred and twenty. We are the first tier of local government and have 7  

Councillors. 

The Parish Council has recently been re-accredited with Quality Gold Status – only 1 of 63 in 

the country – and which demonstrates that it is efficient, effective and meets all standards 

expected of a local council.

The council produces a minimum of 2 newsletters each year and these are distributed to each 

house whilst the electronic newsletter is produced monthly and forwarded to all residents 

who have signed up to receive it.  The agenda for each meeting  is posted at least  5 days 

before the meeting on the two village noticeboards and on the Parish Council website at 

www.hawthornparish.co.uk

Our council meetings are open to all; everyone is very welcome to come along and give their 

views and comments during ‘Public Participation’ on what we are doing and what we are 

trying to achieve for Hawthorn. 

The Parish Clerk is Lesley Swinbank who can be contacted by e mail on 

clerk@hawthornparish.co.uk.   Full information on all aspects of the council’s work is on the 

website at www.hawthornparish.co.uk. You can also register on our Hawthorn Round Up and 

receive regular communications  and information from us in regard of council information, 

planning applications, events etc. E mail the Clerk as above and you will be added to the 

circulation.

The Parish Council website at www.hawthornparish.co.uk is continually updated. This includes 

the agenda for the next meeting, minutes of previous meetings  and all council policies, 

protocols and financial information. It also includes a Community Page and all groups and 

organizations are able to have their information / details posted on this. 

http://www.hawthornparish.co.uk/
mailto:lesley.swinbank@hawthornparish.co.uk
http://www.hawthornparish.co.uk/
http://www.hawthornparish.co.uk/
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5 Chairman’s Report

Thank you for attending our Annual Parish Meeting.
We are very pleased to welcome you to the Community Centre for the Annual Parish 

Meeting of 2025.

Last year we had another successful Christmas tree switch on which was well 

attended and enjoyed by all. We had made the decision to hold the music section 

indoors this year. It was much better than standing around outside in the cold and 

wind. The music was more upbeat and many more people joined in. Many thanks to 

Rebecca Smith for leading that once again and also for entertaining us during the July 

event held on the green, through some very wet weather. 

The sand pit section of the play park has been upgraded by removing the sand pit 

and adding more accessible facilities for younger child and also refurbishing the 

swings. This has been made possible from grants that our clerk has sought on our 

behalf.  Adventure trail equipment has been added for older children and the 

horizontal ladder refurbished. As more grants become available the rest of the 

equipment will be considered for upgrade.

The Parish Council has been focussed on the proposed building development off 

Stockton Road. No decision has yet been made on planning but we will continue to 

support the village in this matter. Objections include : the speed of traffic on Stockton 

Road; the effects on wildlife. The size and structure not being in keeping with the rest 

of the village and potential increase in flooding issues at the north end of the village ( 

and more)

In addition we have continued to address the various other issues which have arisen 

over the year.

Boundary changes will come into force after the May local elections. Hawthorn will 

then be served by Murton District council instead of Easington. I’m sure people will 

have noticed our two potential representatives amongst us, attending the special 

planning meetings, parish council meetings and Christmas event , and also coffee 

mornings. We look forward to Working with them 

And finally, my thanks to my fellow Councillors, particularly Cllr Sheila Irving, the Vice 

Chairman of the Council, for their help and support and Lesley Swinbank our Parish 

Clerk for the time and work she gives for our community.

Cllr Diane Hughes

Chair Hawthorn Parish Council
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Finance 

Hawthorn Parish Council has a turnover of <£25,000 and is subject to the statutory 

Transparency Code. This ensures all information including accounts are published on the 

council’s website. This includes the full  accounts to date for 2024 / 2025  and previous years, 

including the Annual Returns, and all  income and expenditure. The draft unaudited accounts 

are shown below and give an idea of the overall balances etc.

The precept for 2025 / 2026 is  £12,100 - this represents a Band D Council 

Tax increasing from £51.16 to £51.98 – an increase of 1.56%

(It should be noted that the Parish  Council receives no contribution from the 

business rate or other contributions from central government unlike the County 

Council.) 

Did you know?

Over the past 7 
years the Parish 

Council has 

received nearly 
£80,000  in grants 

for the benefit of 
the local 

community.
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