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HAWTHORN PARISH COUNCIL

The September Monthly Meeting of the Hawthorn Parish Council was held at 7pm on Monday 16th September 2024 in the Community Centre. 

MINUTES
Present
Cllr Diane Hughes 	 (Chairman)
Cllr. Sheila Irving	 	(Vice – Chairman) 
Cllrs. Maxine Smith, Gary Thompson, Sheila Wilson, Carolyn Winter

Officer: Lesley Swinbank (Parish Clerk)

1 Member of the Public

Notice of Meeting
The Chair, Cllr. Diane Hughes, welcomed everyone to the meeting and confirmed that Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Sch 12 paragraph 10(2) of the LGA 1972

Apologies:
Cllr. Alan Askew

Declarations of Interest
None

Minutes: 
RESOLVED
To approve the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 15th July 2024

Matters of Information
Overhanging bushes etc on road to Easington	
Action
DCC informed
	
Building materials left on footpath West Lane	
Action
DCC informed	

House on West Lane	State of garden etc	
Action
DCC contacted owner who has said no assistance is required. 

Dog Fouling on Lane by Stapylton Arms	
Action
Neighbourhood Wardens informed and action taken.
Cllr Sheila Wilson to replace the laminated sign.

Lack of responses from DCC	
ACTION
The Chair to bring up with next Small Council Meeting and ED Committee
	
Replacement shelter B1432 suggestion of brick shelter forwarded to DCC
	      No response has been received.
      ACTION
            A further ‘chase up e mail’ sent in September
 
ROW Officer left DCC – no information received re the temporary closed footpath
ACTION
      Clerk trying to get further information

Reports
DCC 
No report was given.

Police
No report was given 

Community Centre
The Chair Cllr Diane Hughes gave the report which included: -
· Trail Run had been very successful 
· Coffee mornings are now being held each month
· Macmillan Coffee Morning is Sept 28th
· Race Night 12th October
· Theatre working Group 27th December

Play area improvements
Both ROSPA and DCC have recommended some non-urgent improvements / repairs should be made to existing play equipment. This together with the proposal to remove the existing sand pit in the park and replace with a ‘suitable’ piece of equipment for younger children were discussed by members.
The Clerk suggested these could be considered as part of the grant application to the local Community Network.
RESOLVED
a) To arrange a site meeting with Playscape to consider how this could be undertaken.
b) Details of the site meeting to be circulated and a subsequent grant application to be submitted.

East Durham Committee
The Chair had circulated a written report.
RESOLVED
To receive the information

Any other reports
None


Public Participation: Comments on items on this agenda
None


Correspondence / e mails
Comparison of Council tax: NALC
Information from NALC had been circulated.
RESOLVED
To receive the information

Consultation re new Local Networks 
Information from CDALC had been circulated – including the extension for the consultation on the Local Networks proposed boundaries.
RESOLVED
To receive the information

Campaign re lithium batteries
Information had been circulated.
RESOLVED
To receive the information


Financial:  
RESOLVED
To endorse the monies paid by the Clerk since the last meeting / Bank reconciliation. 
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Completion of Audit: Mazars
The Notice re the Completion of the external audit has been received and posted on the website.
RESOLVED
To receive the information
Funding opportunities
Details of the East Durham Area Action Partnership (AAP) Board’s Capital Grants scheme for 2024 / 2025 have been circulated.
RESOLVED
To make an application re the play area as discussed earlier in the meeting.


Play Area: To agree on repairs / refurbishment following ROSPA and DCC Inspections
RESOLVED
As above

Training: 
The Clerk gave details of current training being offered by the CTP.
RESOLVED
To receive the information.

East Durham AAP Capital Grants Project
As above

Planning
Current Planning applications
Information on the current applications had been circulated.
RESOLVED
To receive the information

Future development in village: information
There continues to be no information about possible and substantial development in the village.
The Clerk confirmed she had asked for information from DCC Planning dept, but to date no response has been received.
RESOLVED
If and when there is notification of development, the council to hold an open meeting and invite a planner from DCC to come along and give more information.

Revised guidance on ceremonial responses 
Revised guidance on how the council should act in the event of the death of a senior ryal has now been received and circulated.
RESOLVED
To receive the information

Events & Information 
To agree the photos and details for the calendar
Members were given information on the cost of producing the Hawthorn 2025 calendar made up of photos from local residents. The cost of production will be £10 per calendar.
RESOLVED
a) To agree the specific photos
b) The cost to be £10 per calendar
c) These to be advertised via the Round Up, Noticeboards and website
d) To also consider producing Christmas Cards
e) All to be sold at various local events
Christmas Event – Santa’s gifts / Santa / Carols 
The Christmas switch on has been confirmed for Sunday December 1st.
Santa, entertainment and the Christmas Tree (15ft) were discussed and agreed, as well as the presents from Santa – which will be ordered by the Clerk.
In addition, there will also be the ‘Design a Christmas Card’ competition for children under 12.
RESOLVED
The above were confirmed.
The Clerk to produce the action plan for the next meeting.



Date of the next meetings:: Monday 21st October 2024




The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.
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