
Hawthorn Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting

7pm
Monday April 19th 2021
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Agenda

1. Welcome by Chairman of Hawthorn Parish Council 

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2019
4. Matters Arising

5. Reports

6. To receive the Annual Report 

7. To receive the report from the Chairman of the 

Community Centre
8. To receive the Police Report

9. Any other reports

10. Any other business
Alan Askew

Cllr. Alan Askew
Chairman

Hawthorn Parish Council
16th March 2021

Thank you for attending the Annual Parish 
Meeting of the Parish Council.

The Monthly Meeting will follow on 
immediately after this meeting at approx.

7.20 pm
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21 Welcome to the Annual Parish Meeting for Hawthorn. 

This report includes the Agenda for the Parish Meeting together with the Parish 

Council’s Annual Report and draft Annual Accounts which will be presented at 

the meeting. The report covers the activities of the Parish Council over the past 

year .

The Parish Council elections will be held on May 6th and at the time of this 

meeting we are in Purdah. There is therefore no report from the Chairman, but 

there is a report from The Parish Clerk  instead.

Our aim is to give residents information about their Parish Council and what we 

do, how we are rising to the challenges ahead, and how we will focus on 

community needs for the next year. 

General information 
The Parish Council looks after and serves the village of Hawthorn. This is a total population

of about four hundred. We are the first tier of local government and have 7 Councillors.

The council produces a minimum of 4 newsletters each year and these are distributed to

each house whilst the electronic newsletter is produced monthly and forwarded to all

residents who have signed up to receive it. The agenda for all meetings are posted 5 days

before the meeting on the two village noticeboards and on the Parish Council website at

www.hawthornparish.co.uk

Our council meetings are open to all; everyone is very welcome to come along and give

their views and comments during ‘Public Participation’ on what we are doing and what we

are trying to achieve for Hawthorn.

The Parish Clerk is Lesley Swinbank who can be contacted by e mail on

clerk@hawthornparish.co.uk. Full information on all aspects of the council’s work is on

the website at www.hawthornparish.co.uk. You can also register on our Hawthorn Round

Up and receive regular communications and information from us in regard of council

information, planning applications, events etc. E mail the Clerk as above and you will be

added to the circulation

list. In addition the Parish Council website at www.hawthornparish.co.uk is continually

updated. This includes the agenda for the next meeting, minutes of previous meetings

and all council policies, protocols and financial information. It also includes a Community

page and all groups and organizations are able to have their information / details posted

on this.

http://www.hawthornparish.co.uk/
mailto:lesley.swinbank@hawthornparish.co.uk
http://www.hawthornparish.co.uk/
http://www.hawthornparish.co.uk/
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21 Thank you for attending our Annual Parish Meeting.

This past year has been like no other any of us have ever experienced. The Covid pandemic has

affected everyone – including the Parish Council. We have continued to meet remotely by Zoom –

and fortunately only missed our March meetings. Unfortunately most of our annual events dd

have to be cancelled but we were still able to provide our usual Christmas Tree. We hope that

everything will be back to normal in the very near future..

Our agendas are publicised the week before each meeting and all meetings are all open to the

public to come along and give their views and comments during Public Participation. We have

welcomed members of the public to our remote meetings over the year and we have continued

to discuss and take action on all issues raised over the past twelve months. As the first tier of

local government the council is able to comment on planning applications and we do take this

very seriously.

Issues raised have included:-
• The speed limit on the B1432
• The need for additional litter bins
• Issues raised with the increasing number of visitors / walkers in the Dene
• Flooding at the north end of the village.

We have been able to hold
• The snowman competition
• Sunflower Competition
• And a new best decorated house at Christmas

We were delighted to win one of the DCC Environmental Awards in February in recognition of our

Parish Council being one of the few paperless councils in the country.

Unfortunately we were not able to make a start with our next community project which includes

two new solar powered noticeboards and a lectern type board for our community ( courtesy of

our successful grant application) due to the pandemic. We hope to make a start on this once the

restrictions are lifted.

The Parish Council elections will be held in may. At the time of writing we don’t know if there will

be an election – however the new council will be meeting for the first time on Monday May 17th.
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Finance 
Hawthorn Parish Council has a turnover of <£25,000 and is subject to the statutory

transparency code. This ensures all information including accounts are published on the

council’s website. This includes the full accounts for 2020 / 2021 and the previous seven

years, including the Annual Returns, and all current income and expenditure. The draft

unaudited accounts are shown below.

Community Events for 2021

Community Events for 2021 are subject to covid /lockdown restrictions being 
lifted. Watch out for information on the Noticeboards, Website and in the 

hawthorn Community Round Up

The Precept for 202/2021 was £8,228 . 
This is a reduction of £172 from the previous year. (It should be noted that the Parish  
Council receives no contribution from the business rate or other contributions from central 
government unlike the County Council.)
Grants are made available each year to local voluntary organizations via the Parish  Council.  
Grants / donations given in 2020 / 2021 included CAB £50, Church £300

Did you know?
Over the past 5 
years the Parish 

Council has 
received nearly 

£25,000 in grants 
for the benefit of 

the local 
community.


